Surname 2

Student Name 
Instructor 
Course Code 
Date
[bookmark: _GoBack]Examining the Theme of Racism in Zora Neale Hurston’s Works
Merriam-Webster defines racism as believing race to be the main determinant of human capacities and traits. While people often use skin color to indicate racial differences, Webster shows it is the notion that one’s stock is superior to that of others that really amounts to racism. Zora Neale Hurston agrees with Webster that racism is merely a notion that affects those who are too weak to overcome it. In “How it Feel to be Colored Me”, Hurston writes, “At certain times I have no race, I am me.” Such a statement is unexpected especially from a black woman who lived in the American South when racism was at its peak. Interestingly, we find expression of similar sentiments throughout Hurston’s works albeit in different words.
In her book “Their Eyes Were Watching God”, Hurston seems to avoid racism and focus on other themes. It is clear from the onset that she is not ready to yield to its seduction when she chooses Janie as the main character. Janie is neither distinctively black or white since her grandmother was raped by a white man (Hurston, “Their Eyes” 19). Hurston portrays her as light-skinned and having Caucasian hair, a clear indication that she had no race. 
As a woman of mixed ethnicity, Janie realizes her identity early and sets about to overcome the obstacles that come with it. Despite the racial prejudice that was rampant in Southern America in the early 20th century, Janie was able to marry both blacks and whites. Janie was first married to Logan Killicks who ended up treating her as a slave. Janie chose to get married to the black man Joe Starks than live in bitterness, sorrow, or with an unromantic white man. 
It is through Janie’s encounter with Mrs. Turner that we see Huston’s words take true form. Although black, Mrs. Turner is extremely racist against other blacks especially those with darker skin. Mrs. Turner repeatedly urges Janie to end her marriage to Tea Cake, who had darker skin, and marry her light-skinned brother (Hurston “Their Eyes” 147). What Hurston was communicating here is that race is not an indication of true difference. A racist person will always find pretexts on which to base their racial beliefs.
In response, Janie argues that “We’se uh mingled people and all of us got black kinfolks as well as yaller kinfolks” ( Hurston, “Their Eyes” 141). Jennie is trying to show Mrs. Turner that they both have relatives who are black and white. Mrs. Turner never responds to this argument once she realizes race is not an indication that blacks are a lesser people. 
 	One would expect Hurston to reveal racist sediments in her autobiography “Dust Tracks on a Road”, but this is neither the case. Instead, the author refuses to examine the effects of racism in the book. Houston begins her life story by revealing her associations with white patrons who supported her financially to write and publish her works. Notably, Fannie Hurst and Franz Boas helped Hurston through her junior years as a writer. Hurston’s working relationship with whites and lack of racism helped to sell her books to a white audience. 
At one point, Hurston dismisses oppression from the whites by saying she sees it as nothing but futility. (Hurston, “Dust Tracks” 282) Hurston was referring to the dark days of the past during which white men profited from the labor of blacks. By dismissing these experiences, Houston shows that she is not racist. 
In describing the nature of negroes, Hurston says they are just like anybody else. Hurston views blacks like other Americans and the rest of the people in the world. “Racial solidarity is a fiction and will always be. Therefore, I have lifted the word out of my mouth” (Hurston, “Dust Tracks” 329.) Comments such as these elicited widespread support from the white audience. However, the black community viewed her association with the whites as a betrayal to her race. 
Hurston goes ahead to describe what she calls a racial man. In her words, this is a person who places race before everything else. A racsial man only buys from negro merchants, supports all negro movements, and is determined to do everything negro. The only hindrance to this zeal is the impossibility to form a nation within a nation. Hurston concludes that such zeal is not honest but is driven by a lack of analysis (Hurston “Dust Tracks” 330).
Just like in the rest of her works, Hurston places little emphasis on race in her book “Sweat.” The plot is on the troubled relationship between Sykes and Delia. Hurston uses the story of the poor couple to explore the effects of race on the broader community. Delia makes her ends meet by washing for the white although her husband resents this kind of work. Sykes is a racial man who would have nothing to do with the whites and even threatens Delia to take away the “white folks” clothes from his house (Hurston “Sweat” 23). 
Hurston uses this story to show resentment for the whites as the reason for Sykes’ failure. Sykes hates the whites so much that he allows it to get away with his happiness. On the other hand, Delia’s relationship with whites is responsible for her success. Although the job is too demanding, Delia is determined to work without rest to fend for her family.  While Hurston is not supporting hard labor, she is of the opinion that we should take life as it is rather than let it take away our happiness. Delia’s relationship with the whites over gives her some leverage over her husband. Delia threatens to report Sykes to her patrons if he ever beats her again. 
Conclusion
It is clear Zora Hurston approached racism differently than most of the people in her time. Living in the South where slavery and racism were rampant, not many blacks held the whites with such fairness as Hurston. Hurston vehemently dismissed the notion of racism in her books and focused more on living a positive life. While many criticized her style of writing, her views promoted integration between people of mixed races. 
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